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KINDERGARTEN
08

2019 was undoubtedly a milestone in the history of St. Andrew’s, and very special 

for our beloved Kindergarten. We started the year as three sites, and finished as one 

school, one community, united, empowered, and happy.

The first semester kept us busy with moving plans, new building design, strategic 

planning for all new processes and procedures, and with very emotional and heart-

warming farewells. We took the time to celebrate our past, saying goodbye to buildings, 

cherishing all our beautiful memories of events, people and special moments in our 

Olivos and Punta Chica sites, which closed physically but will always remain in our 

hearts and collective memory. Winter holidays came and with the effort of staff, families 

and community members who lent a helping hand, we closed the three Kindergartens 

and finally moved to our new home, to start our second semester in August.

The new Kindergarten exceeded all our expectations and dreams. Not only is it a 

state-of-the-art innovative building, with its very unique shape and interior design 

K I N D E R G A R T E N
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by Rosan Bosch Studio, but the home of happy students and staff who celebrate the 

union. This new building is the final step of a very profound pedagogical change that 

has been taking place in the past years. We have transformed the way we learn and 

teach, aligned with a competency-based model and a vision to prepare committed 

and knowledgeable students to strive in this fast-paced changing world. And this 

undoubtedly starts at Kindergarten level. Staff members from the three sites have 

integrated professionally and socially, adding value to our team with strengths and 

collaboration, enhancing our potential. Our new physical environment, with different 

learning landscapes that cater for diverse learning styles, supports the idea that each 

child is unique and that learning not only occurs inside the classroom.

2019 has been just the beginning; we are so excited for the bright future ahead and all 

the possibilities this new stage offers. We continue to grow and improve as educators 

and learners, and this impacts positively and directly in our young students. 2019 

will be a year we will never forget. We fully enjoy our days at our new home, as one 

Kindergarten community filled with laughter, play, learning, and love. 

We hope that through this edition of The Thistle you can get a glimpse of all the 

wonderful experiences we have enjoyed throughout this very special year. 

Kindergarten Leadership Team: 
Vicky Ayam - Kinder Head

Alejandra di Tada - Kinder Deputy Head

Veronica Müller - Kinder Deputy Head

Despedimos con mucha tristeza a nuestra querida Miss Patsy, 

quien se incorporó al colegio en 1992, y se desempeñó como 

Head de Kindergarten Olivos desde 1996 hasta 2015.

Con mucho cariño expresamos nuestro reconocimiento 

y gratitud por todos los años dedicados junto al staff de 

Kindergarten a sus alumnitos. 

La recordaremos siempre por su gran profesionalismo, amor 

por su profesión y calidez.
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PATSY WILD DE DI NUCCI
1956-2020
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Staff 2019 Farewell to our Punta 
Chica and Olivos 
Kindergartens

Tomás Albisu, Marina Monachino, Valeria Ferrari, María Eugenia Erhardt, Sabrina 

Meriggi, Paz Rodríguez Turano, Carolina Temple, Eliane Kragelj, Wendy Furlanetto, 

Laura Servente, Soledad De Corral, Agustina Molfino, Lili Faiad, Luz Alonso, Tania 

Dermen, Luciana de Miguel, Maggie Morgan, Ximena Centeno, Mayra Pistoni,  

Lindsay Hynes,  Sofia Hug, María Elena Martínez Mingo, Maia Dejean, Silvina Dietsch, 

Verónica Müller, Victoria Ayam, Alejandra di Tada, Cecilia Hawkins, Pía Cardone, 

Katherine García, Lucía López Gestoso, Fátima Vergara, Laura Putrino, Carolina 

Moore, Ángeles Bello, Romina Porcelli, Dominique Ezquerra, Stephanie Wilkinson, 

Eugenia Lachnicht, Guadalupe Gómez, Sylvia Papazian, Chiara Mascialino, Francisca 

Peralta Martínez, Guadalupe Romero, Ángeles Becker, Florencia Sauton, Debora 

Singer, Joanna Ramauge, Josefina Miretti, Florencia González de Leon, Victoria 

Bonel, Valentina Rivas, Mercedes Lacoste, Delfina Rosasco, Sol Casalía, Jessica Gueli 

Saavedra, Andrea Leers

Absent: Carla Pierucci, Daniela Rubini, Carolina von der Walde, Javier Lázaro

It is difficult to say goodbye, especially 

when we have shared such a special place 

together; and for each community their 

Kinder was special.

Punta Chica was founded in 1980, and since 

then it has been the home of many pupils, 

families, teachers and cherished memories.

We had a special ceremony where parents 

and their children enjoyed different 

activities such as a group of mothers 

who delighted us with a Scottish dancing 

exhibition and a video showing how the 

school evolved throughout its 39 years.

After this, Mr. Billy Murchison, who was the 

first to give a speech when Punta Chica 

was inaugurated, shared heart-warming 

words with us and encouraged us for the 

coming step. Our Headmaster Sebastián 

Rubens y Rojo and Alejandra di Tada, also 

addressed us with special words which 

prepared us for a very special moment. We 

were guided to the playground where we 

lowered the flags for the last time, which 

were kept in a special box to take to the 

new building. Oscar Llóbenes played the 

pipes for us and we all sang the St. Andrew’s 

Scots School song.
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We also had another special occasion to say goodbye, where we invited the extended 

community to share an asado and catch up with people we had not seen for a long 

time. 

Punta Chica will always live in our hearts, but all the love and wonderful moments 

we shared together were carried with us for our new fresh beginning at the Campus.

Olivos had their farewell the day before the Winter Holidays. That last day, parents, 

former staff and families were invited to join us in our last hoisting of the flag. Special 

people that are part of our history were remembered by Vicky Ayam. Sebastián Ruben 

y Rojo spoke of the important time in our school story that we were living and of all 

the great things to come.  It was a bittersweet moment, full of lovely memories and 

excitement for what is to come. 

T H E  T H I S T L E  2 0 1 9  /  K I N D E R G A R T E N

Inauguration
Kinder Campus

On Monday August 5th, the Kindergarten was officially inaugurated with a 

memorable ceremony. Members of the Board, School authorities, Staff, neighbouring 

schools and district authorities were present while Chairman of the Board Gabriel 

Matarazzo gave a speech, followed by our Headmaster and CEO Sebastián Rubens 

y Rojo. Following the sound of the bagpipes played by Oscar Llóbenes we all went 

outside to the playground where a commemorative plaque was uncovered and the 

flag was hoisted for the first time. Gerardo Muniello gave a moving speech about the 

important role of our community in this country, 

It was a very special day for our School’s history. All members of staff felt very proud 

to be part of it, and to work in such a wonderful place. 
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Our days at the Kindergarten are always full of many different 

activities and events taking place simultaneously.  Children make 

the most of their time at school taking part of these carefully 

planned activities. We offer activities that help them discover and 

learn about the world, balancing academic, emotional, social and 

physical development.  In this edition you will be able to glimpse 

just part of what happened during the year in our different age 

groups and small learning communities, and across the sector with 

important milestones and events.

17
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K2

The learning process for young children is more significant when done 

through sensorial play, such as smelling, touching, seeing, tasting or 

hearing. When children have the opportunity to explore with their own 

body, they learn more effectively, they create and share with peers and 

solve problems together.

This is why we decided to work with a sequence in which children 

learned not only how dough is made but also where the ingredients 

come from. They were also given the opportunity to play and explore 

different kinds of dough and were able to make it with different 

ingredients: salt, corn flour, glue and sand. To enrich this experience 

the children sat all together around a big table and were first shown 

the ingredients and they brainstormed about them. Next, they helped 

to prepare dough by mixing them together. To finish the activity, they 

were given some dough to explore and, to wrap up the sequence, 

Ladybugs and Butterflies got together to share the last activities. They 

had lots of fun!

Dough sequence
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K2

A storm approached the K2 classrooms!

As it came to our attention that most of the two-year olds are afraid 

of storms and thunders, we decided to play with sounds so they could 

start processing and understanding that there is no danger and that 

they are safe.

Children arrived in the classroom and tiny tents were placed all around. 

This time, we put tables and chairs aside, because we needed some 

space to run, just in case a storm came. In the beginning, they were 

freely wandering around the room, listening to nature sounds, such as 

birds singing and wind blowing. 

Suddenly, storm and thunder sounds took them by surprise. When that 

happened, they rushed into the tents at the back of the room. Once there, 

they started to laugh and shout, saying that they had run so fast that 

fortunately they had not got wet. We repeated the same activity several 

times, adding different challenges: sometimes we had to carry clothes 

or teddy bears to the tents, so they would not get wet either.

The aim of this sequence was to start recognising and identifying 

variations in sounds, as an approach to phonological awareness. The K2 

children really enjoyed this game and were always willing to play it again. 

K3

Storm sequence

We celebrated Argentinian Tradition Day - Día de la Tradición - on 

November 10th.

First, we asked parents about their own family traditions and the 

ones that they knew about Argentina. We also asked them to design 

a poster showing the information they had gathered. Afterwards, each 

child shared the poster with their classmates. 

After listening to everyone and finding out that there were a lot of 

similarities in their family traditions, we chose some traditional 

games, dances and food to learn and prepare for Open Day. For that 

day we decorated the cluster with the Argentinian flag colours and 

traditional objects such as mates, ponchos and pictures. 

When the day arrived, they came dressed up in traditional clothes. They 

shared a dance activity with their parents and we played some of the 

games we learned together. To end this beautiful morning, we shared a 

special snack with empanadas, pastelitos, alfajores, bizcochitos and mate.

We had a lot of fun!

Día de la Tradición
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K3

During the second term we worked on a fine motor skills sequence which was centred 

on stimulating hand-eye coordination and improving their pencil grip. Pompoms 

were the material of choice for the different activities.

The sequence was divided into 3 stages:

First, we gave each child a box with pompoms and an egg tray; they had to grab the 

pompoms one by one and move them from the box to the egg tray, placing only one 

per hole. In the second activity, they had to do the same, but using bottle tops. The 

change in the material made the activity more challenging as the new container was 

smaller. The third time, we provided them with manual egg beaters which they had 

to fill up with the pompoms.

The last time we did the activity we presented the three centres with each of the 

previous proposals for them to choose from, so the children could decide which one 

they wanted to work with.

They enjoyed each of the activities and definitely improved their hand-eye 

coordination and pencil grip. 

Pompoms
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K4

The starting point of this unit was exploring our Kindergarten to see which objects would 

help us in case of an emergency or fire. We became experts and learnt some simple fire 

safety techniques, such as Stop, Drop and Roll.

The excitement grew and grew until we visited the Fire Station. There we met a real 

firefighter who showed us the different types of elements and tools they use to help 

people in need. A highlight of the visit was when we got on the fire truck and the alarm 

went off! 

Last but not least, we enjoyed role playing the Fire Station using costumes and props 

designed by the children themselves, and all the English vocabulary we had learnt. By 

making a pretend fire, they could act out and practice what to do in a real emergency 

situation. While having lots of fun we learned a lot about fire safety!!

The Fire Station in 
my Neighbourhood

The K4 groups carried out an investigation about different authors and illustrators, 

learning about their lives and the methods used to make the illustrations. We had 

decided beforehand which authors we were going to study, taking into account all 

the books we have at the new Campus. We read some stories written by Eric Carle, 

Julia Donaldson, Valerie Thomas, Korky Paul and James Dean. The children were 

extremely enthused with all the stories and books were never enough for them. In 

order to close up this lovely unit, we visited Dulcinea, a beautiful bookstore in San 

Isidro where the children were able to listen to a narrator and watch a puppet show.

Author Study
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K5
A POP-UP Festival is a wellbeing festival. It is a hands-on learning 

experience that we managed to create by gathering simple materials, 

and inviting people to come together to learn and play. 

Why did we do this? 

To bring more emotional intelligence awareness and resources to children, to inspire 

hope, and fuel passion for them to develop the skills for building strong relationships.

What skills do we want to help our children grow up with?

We prepared 6 different stations for them to visit in small groups. 

POP-UP Festival

Growing curiosity outside: the goal was to become aware of their outdoor surroundings. 

They then had fun looking for different materials in nature to create mandalas.

Growing Friendship: The goal was to learn more about friendship and express 

appreciation among themselves. They presented an award to a friend and were 

able to say the reason why they were good friends to them.

Growing healthy and mindful eating habits: Children who start to eat mindfully, 

eat when they are hungry rather than out of habit or from emotions, and hopefully 

desire healthier food. The children prepared their own fruit brochettes and eat 

them mindfully, being aware of all their senses.

Growing your inner light: we helped the children identify what makes them 

special and feel proud of themselves. Growing love and kindness. 

Growing Gratitude: What are you grateful for? The goal of this station was for 

children to recognise, exercise, and show gratitude.

Growing Calm & Conscious Movement: Conscious movement activities based 

on Yoga games to help children maintain a state of engagement, feel strong, 

connected and energetic and have fun with others.

The experience was very gratifying for both teachers and children. Students from Y5 

and from Student Voice in Action from Middle School, gave us a helping hand with 

the organisation of the festival. It was very nice to see our K5 students interacting 

among themselves as well as the older ones.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6
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K5

The Seahorses had the chance to participate in The Goals Project, together with 1350 

other classrooms from around the world.

Working on the project was a great opportunity to get to know the Global Goals and 

prepare the children for taking action for the planet and also made them realise how 

they can make a difference in the world. There are 17 Goals that have to be achieved by 

2030. After learning about the goals and creating a song to raise awareness to Help the 

Planet, the children got involved in another project about Climate Change Action.

Both projects exceeded our expectations and it was wonderful to see the high 

commitment shown by the children.

Sustainable 
Development Goals

This year the Punta Chica, Olivos and Campus Concerts were On the Move.  We chose 

this theme as all three sites were moving in July to the new Kinder building and the 

concerts took place before. 

During the previous months, children and teachers worked on different sequences 

related to the move, as well as the songs and dances for the Concert. 

They all sang the same opening song A Million Dreams with some modifications 

to express the hopes and dreams about moving to a new building and making it 

our own, with all the possibilities that that entailed. Different groups represented 

movers, painters, children, etc., and as a finale they all sang We’re All in this Together 

as a celebration of finally merging the three Kinders in one, after the hard work put 

in by staff and the support received from the community. 

This Concert helped make the transition easier, allowing children to express their 

feelings while enjoying the process.

On the Move
P U N T A  C H I C A  C O N C E R T

T H E  T H I S T L E  2 0 1 9  /  K I N D E R G A R T E N
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On the Move
O L I V O S  C O N C E R T
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On the Move
C A M P U S  C O N C E R T

The Parents’ Play is a tradition that began in Punta Chica more than 30 years 

ago with the aim of holding a show for the Kindergarten children, starred by their 

parents. Over the years, many families have participated in different ways. What 

started perhaps as entertainment for our students, has become a social, theatrical 

and even emotional experience for the children and families. It is an opportunity 

for families to integrate into the school’s community and share an artistic creation 

where music, play, and dance are the protagonists.

This year’s play, which in turn served as a farewell to Punta Chica, dealt with a group 

of forest inhabitants who discover a treasure guarded by three guardians. The 

forest’s inhabitants want to get the treasure, but ... there is only one way to achieve 

it, the best way: “working as a team”. Whoever succeeds will keep the treasure, each 

one will try to show their best skills.

This is how the characters achieved what they wanted, accepting their differences 

and working as a team and thus all keeping the treasure. Each edition of Parents’ 

Play conveys a learning experience, in this case, the importance of teamwork.

Punta Chica
Parents’ Play 
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Through construction children improve problem solving skills, 

expand imagination, keep focused and develop patience. It also 

encourages cooperative play with each other in order to complete a 

task and strengthen their social skills as well. Children learn how to 

stack, assemble and disassemble what they are building.

Makerspace provides hands-on, creative ways to encourage children 

to design as they deeply engage in science, engineering, technology 

and maths. They have the freedom to explore to their own interest. 

They also develop problem solving skills with other children.

One of the sequences we did last year was observing and building 

the highest towers around the world. In order to do so, we watched 

videos and books related to this. Many of them recognised some 

towers and were able to name the country where they were. 

They were also given the chance to choose which tower they 

liked best and colour it. To end the sequence each child had the 

opportunity to build their favourite one.

Year after year the Workshops proposal grows in number of children that attend, and 

this year was no different. Many children stayed during the afternoons from Monday 

to Thursday to take part in the different workshops.

The options for K3 and K4 children were Cook and Play, Robotics and Technology, 

Sports and Games, Outdoor Learning, Construction and Makerspace, Performing 

Arts, Creative Expression and Yoga & Mindfulness.

Workshops

Throughout this year, the children 

learned about technological devices and 

their uses and also played with different 

robots and learned how to program them. 

By learning the basic steps of coding, we 

worked on our Computational Thinking 

Skills, such as:

• Algorithms

• Decomposition

• Pattern matching

• Debugging

• Sequencing

When you read these words, it may seem 

difficult to understand, right? But with 

simple games and daily actions, we 

can teach children these concepts and 

sometimes without even realising it. 

Algorithms can be taught by putting 

in order the steps to wash our teeth 

or after reading a story recap on the 

characters that came along the way. We 

had fun retelling the story We are Going 

Technology
and Robotics

Construction
and Makerspace

on a Bear Hunt, sequencing the events of 

the plot and identifying patterns. Using 

popsicle sticks we recognised patterns 

and matched them by observing different 

cards and trying to copy them. We 

practiced decomposition with blocks, 

where they had to find the silhouette 

drawn on the paper. 

To teach coding, do we always 

need technology? 

Coding does not always need technology 

to be learnt. We played many unplugged 

coding games with grids on the floor 

where children had to create the correct 

algorithm for the robot to get to a 

destination. Using coding arrows, they 

thought which was the correct path and 

in case they made a mistake it was time 

to debug the algorithm to correct it. 

The children enjoyed this workshop very 

much and found it very challenging too. 
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This year our Art Exhibition Visions of the Kinder was much more than that. It was a 

showcase of everything that was worked on in our Kindergarten throughout the year.

Each age group took ownership of a certain part of the building and with a guiding 

idea in mind transformed the cluster into a multisensory space. 

K3: Textures, images and sounds
With different sensory proposals as a starting point the children intervened the 

cluster with murals and artistic installations to express sensations and feelings 

that the textures, images and sound of their new Kinder provoked in them. 

K4: Storyland
The children took ownership of their cluster, transforming it into a Storyland based 

on the stories they had read together. Different scenarios and characters invited you 

to walk around and discover these fascinating stories. 

K5: Visions
Each K5 group transformed a part of the Kinder to express different views and 

perspectives of it. Families were invited to walk around and enjoy what the children 

shared about how they had experienced the process of moving to the new site. 

Portraits, maquettes and intervened staircases were all part of our showcase.

Art Exhibition 
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This year we had a very special Graduation with our moving and gathering of the 

three Kindergartens; Olivos, Punta Chica and Campus. Miss Vicky talked to the 

graduates and families about the accomplishments and discoveries that were 

shared throughout the year and the experience of gathering together.

Led by Oscar Llóbenes and his Pipes, the Sharks, Dolphins and Penguins had their 

ceremony in the morning and Sea Horses, Sea Turtles and Crabs in the afternoon. The 

graduates danced Kinder was awesome, here we come 1st Grade. Then each group was 

called onstage to receive their diplomas and hug their teachers goodbye. 

Our Headmaster, Sebastian Rubens y Rojo, spoke about the exciting changes we 

had in the new building and thanked the families for their support, patience and 

commitment shown, by everybody to make the change so successful. 

Kindergarten staff shared a video they had prepared and the children had fun 

watching everybody involved. This was a memorable moment for everyone, especially 

the graduates as their parents sang A Million Dreams holding a poster with a drawing 

of each class animal. 

During the afternoon ceremony Miss Maggie Morgan was recognised for her 25 

years at St. Andrew’s, her expertise and hard work. Her family members were there to 

celebrate with her and listen to the beautiful reminiscence by Miss Vicky.

The event ended with a picnic where great times were remembered. Everyone will be 

missed and we wish them the very best!

First K5 Graduation
at Campus!
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Graduates 2019

K5A SHARKS

Teachers: Miss Tania Dermen, Miss Caro Temple, Miss Caro Moore, Miss Lau Servente, 

Miss Camila Olmedo

Top Row: Mía Sigal, Lucas Borzone, Delfina Balmaceda, Esmeralda Camps, Ignacio 

Negri, Camila Garat, Jaime López Castelo

Middle Row: Augusto Bergesio, Malvina Sasson, Simón Cohen Milan, Rocío Andreade, 

Félix Anavi Morea, Evelyn Kim, Fermín Ray, Dino Pardies

Bottom Row: Sofía Polijronopulos, Santiago Argañaraz Luque, Valentina Blaquier, 

Francisco Papiccio, Mila Torino, Juan Galperín

K5B DOLPHINS

Teachers: Miss Luli de Miguel, Miss Pía Cardone, Miss Tania Dermen, Miss Kathy 

García and Miss Flor Duda

Top Row: Regina Cichelli Bendorus, Joaquín Andrade, Félix Cilley, Eloísa Freidzon, 

Felipe Piñeyro, Raymond Young, Clara del Brutto, Sophia Lan

Middle Row: Joaquina Sukiassian, Felicitas dos Reis, Manu Giménez, Max Quigley, 

Luca Caletrio, Valentina Dellachiesa, Matilda Carrabs, Elena Brandenburg Kessler

Bottom Row: Tobías Jacob, Simón Martini, Carla Busto, Félix Doval, Antonio Botti
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Graduates 2019

K5C PENGUINS

Teachers: Miss Domi Ezquerra, Miss Guada Romero, Miss Valen Rivas

Top Row: Rufino Gago, Antonio Lutufyan, Mateo Taricco Alberini, Mirko Mora, Milán 

Cortina, Isabel Schargorodsky, Simón Mitidiero

Middle Row: Juan Faustino Guida, Martina Pucci, Carmela López Mañán, Justine 

Matalón, Pilar Andrade, Victoria Galperín, Oliver Quigley

Bottom Row: Juana González Quesnel, Tomás Salort, Nina Villa Montagna, Esmeralda 

García Balcarce, Christian Pardies

Absent: Samuel Bernal, Rocío Guerrico Perry

K5D SEAHORSES

Teachers: Florencia Mondotte, Wendy Furlanetto, María Elena Martínez Mingo, Chiara 

Mascialino y Silvina Dietsch

Top Row: Malena Cipolla, Lucas Gianakis, Benjamín Schreck, Juan Mayer, Milo Jorge, 

Gala Liberman

Middle Row: Olivia Bramer Markovic, Juana Polivik, Lucía Díaz Ortiz, Simón Juda, 

Chloe Boerr Jacob, Benjamín Gonzalez, Sofía Levy

Bottom Row: Mía Merchensky, Félix Blanco, Carlota Platero, Iván Buratovich, Emilia 

Corral
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Graduates 2019

K5E SEA TURTLES

Teachers: Chiara Mascialino, Florencia Alonso, Ángeles Becker, Cecilia Hawkins y 

Eliane Kragelj

Top Row: Nina Platero, Francesca Fracas, Nicolás Koundukdjian, Matilda Cassels, 

Catalina Jorge, Sofía Viale Donaldson

Middle Row: Clara Manfre Crusoe, Magdalena Díaz Zingoni, Catalina Mornaghi, 

Valentín Llobenes, Noah Roberts, Aquiles Piñón

Bottom Row: Nina Rimasa, Regina Roemmers, Santos Martín Curcija, Dante Bracco, 

Manuel Ventura Frogone

Absent: Maximilien Videla 

K5F CRABS

Teachers: Miss Maggie Morgan, Miss Debbie Singer, Miss Sofía Hug, Miss Josefina 

Miretti, Miss Mercedes Magnasco Lalor

Top Row: Felicitas Piegas, Benicio Miguens, Joaquín Landesman, Vicente Firpo, Nina 

Germán, Enriqueta De MarÍa, Manuel Massuh, Juana Giraudo

Middle Row: Emilia Buenader, Allegra Santander, Solana Cogorno Pierri, Ana 

Gismondi, Inés Vidal Quiroga, Manuel Usach, Benita Lufrano, Esmeralda Zavala, 

Facundo Restelli

Bottom Row: Benedict Allen, Mateo Greco, Francisca Manríquez, Lorenzo Berra, Mía 

Bettiolo, Paz Habib  
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